Mystic Middle

Eastemn opus

Cralg Thompson, best-known for his award- winning 2008 memoir Blankeis, took seven vears to complote the 872 pages
of his new graphic novel Habibi, an epic story about the enduring relation ship between two former child slaves, sot in a time-

legs Arab world,

“Aftar drawing Blonkets, I was reslly sick of drawing myself,” Thompaon says of his move away from autobiography and
the impetus fior his impressive cpos. Like his past work, Habb{ revisits motifis of love, spiritoality and tormented upbring.
inge with a dedicated craftamanship in hath story and graphics that demonstratea the srthiors foseination with Arahic cal-
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“I wanted to create pomething ootaide of myeelf, something larger than myself, sand I was congidering two trajectories
either a fantastical epic, that might be difficolt of comics, or something more joornalistic, hke Joe Saccos wark, with sort of a
social political edge, and what ultimately happened was Habild met in the middle.”

Th whosa | ches have mostly been packed and paying evenia, will ahow slides, talk shoeoat his work, and sign

‘books for free at the Dravn & Quarterdy borkstore (211 Bernard W.) this Friday, Sept. 23, 7 p.m.
—YANIYA LEE

Philomémne Longpré.

—SACHA JACKSOM

installation by Philomang Longpeé

Yirtual unreality

RealTime UnReal, which is on at the MAC (185 Ste-Catherine W)
il Ohet. 3, doesm't exist withent ita viewer. A screan showing a stat-
¢ i cornies bo lifs only when an individual edters the interaction
area, Fitted with 3D glasses for fuller effsct, the participant interaots
with the virtual space, while the artwork reacts to the partiapant’s
Ioeation, movements and
spead.

It's familiar tachnology to

Unlimited nas elements of
Eaming to eon-
YOU ARE HERE: ReafTime UnRex' trast this virtual reality
with the real space of the
artwork, with the space around them amd with their own bodies.
Boeoming part of the wuork, hoth for themselves and for the viewors
‘wirtching from the periphery of the room.,

Although the piece could essily be brushed aside as a novelty, it
slowly simmered in my mind long after I left. The themes of real ver-
ans virtnal resonate in today's digital age, but so doas the experianos of
‘being fully intagratad tnto an art picce, to be both viewer and viewad
in the same plete. There's potential hare to mids 18 qoestion how we
expariences hoth space and art.

=CHRISTINA GUNN

ARTISTAT: The number of days you have to explore the beauty
of the city's anchitecture with bours, exhibits: and everts

across the ksland as part of Oporation Patrimonie’s Les Belles
Montréalaises starting this Friday, Sept 23:17

Honouring Ana Mendieta

“First came the book Whe is Ang Mendieta?™ says curator and author Christine Redfern of
the exhibit Amfme, which is at the Fofa (1615 Ste-Catherine W.) until Oct. 7 and takes inspira-
tion. firom the work of the Cuban-American artist,

“The boaok i a collabarative project with Caro Caron—technically,
dhid the drowings, bot-we had a hand i both.” The book tells of Mem di stas trajactory from a pre-
tewn Cuban refoges to renownied performande and soltimedia artist.

When lodlking st women in the art world their contribations are pretty chvions, bt their
names don't get passed on throogh generations,” Redfern says. “The thing that made the
higgest impression on me was how moch Mendieta did with new media. She was working with
the eutbing-edge mediom of the time, and she was prolifie™

The exhibit honours. this aspect of her work, with selected works by the artist as well as
videcs by Karllee Fuglem, Elena Willis and Jason Sanchez and an interactive space by

1 wrnte the story and sha

The book launches, with free drinks, on Saturday, Sept. 34, 2 p.m. (before the Art Speigelman
tallck Redforn will also moderate a round tahle discussion on Sept. 28, 8 p.m. “T1] be timing pes-
ple, so-they den't talk too long,™ she joles.

India, Paris, NYC, MTL

When you get stuck in Parks on your way to Indis, the only nateeal
thing tn dois write a play abot it, which is exsctly what happenad to
New York-based writer Damlen McRae. His new play, indis K,
tells the story of & wealthy gallery
owner from New York City who
decides to travel to Indip to visit the
“girl who got away™ and find new
meaning bo his life, When he's not

the Big Appls for 15 years, he thought
ent his play.

“There's 2 lot of commentary in the
play o New York, its art world and
American culture, as well as a lot of
commentary on Paris, I thought Mon-
treal was a good place, becauss there’s & protty strong connection to
both places and its a good spot to step back from both.”

The play rons at Thédtre Ste-Catherine (264 Ste-Catherine E.) unil
Satarday, Sept. 24, every evening at 8 p.m., $10in advance, $15 at the
door. Por more info, visit Hheatreatacatherine.com.

=ROXANE HUDON

A GALLERIST DELAYED:
Cast of dndfa Kim

MOVING AWAY FROM THE SELF:
& panel from Maibdb/

ISIT ART?

DIY SNEAKERS: It's rare that any-
thing other thim lite besr and choese
snacks land on our desks at the MEmror,
but we recently had the chanee to try
Uhrahuz, a DIY fHip-flop'smeckerfdesert
boct made partly of recyelable matori-
al. The brainchild of shos designer
Grant Delgatty,
Urshuz are for
men only and
have an urmisasl

e
-
A

{§24.98) and
uppers ($10.00-844.90) separately,

tha bottem of the nppera around

grooves on the sole. Which ¢an be

tough on your Angers—if you foget to

sole. Nevertheless, male Mirror

staffers found the choes comfortable

and perfectly stylish for their purposee.
wwrw.urshos eom

ARTSHOLE

CULTURE CLASHING: A group of
eordla’s theatre program have created
Differences (The Clash, & bilingual
play that looks at cur multicaliural
world, It mekes its debut this Satur-
day, Sept. 24, § pum. at the Cazalet
Theatre (7141 Sherbroclke W.), with a

voluntary contribution of $6-$10 is
suggested. » IT TAKES TWO: Two
artigte explore the urben landscape
and their immediate surroundings at
Galerie Les Territoires (372 Sie-
Catherine W., #527). David Mansenu's
A lécheile de la ville and Caroline Kal-



